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European Physical Society

1st European Physics Education Conference

4 – 7 July, Bad Honnef, Germany
European Physics Education Conference EPEC-1
The European Physical Society is starting a series of physics education conferences aimed at all those involved in the teaching of physics in schools and universities. 
The first, EPEC-1, will take place at Physikzentrum in Bad Honnef, Germany, from 4th to 7th July, 2005. Further EPEC-conferences are planned for every second year.
Goals

EPEC-1 concerns the ‘how’ and the ‘why’ of physics education. By bringing together physics teachers from schools and universities across the European continent the conference will encourage dialogue and the exchange of best practice in areas such as

· Construction, development and rejuvenation of physics curricula

· Improvement and invigoration of physics teaching methods

· Use of multimedia and other technologies in and out of the laboratory

· Theory and practice of physics education research

· Recruitment of students and school/university interface issues
EPEC-1 also provides an opportunity for those working at the forefront of physics research to speak to Europe’s physics educators about the topics that will be of interest to tomorrow’s students and the ways they might be taught.

Structure of the conference

The conference will consist of invited plenary lectures, parallel sessions based on contributed papers and a number of special events, including a poster session and a discussion of future EPECs. Half the plenary lectures will be devoted to physics education, the other half will concern developments at the frontiers of physics. 

Programme highlights

Amongst the internationally renowned speakers participating in EPEC-1 are:

Jon Ogborn (London, UK)

Dieter Schumacher (Dusseldorf, DE)

Derek Raine (Leicester, UK)

Elena Sassi (Naples, IT)

Werner Hoffman (Heidelberg, DE)

Guy Demortier (Brussels, BE))

Klaus Ensslin (Zurich, CH)
Location and access

The conference will take place at the Physikzentrum in Bad Honnef, Germany. This is a dedicated conference facility maintained by the German Physical Society (DPG). It offers excellent facilities in an attractive and interesting setting. The nearest airport is Cologne (Köln)/Bonn, but Bad Honnef may also be reached from Frankfurt. 
Further information can found at the Physikzentrum website, www.pbh.de .

Conference fee and registration details
100 EUR for registration before June 6 
120 EUR for registration on or after June 6.

A conference web-site is being established at http://www.physics-education.de. You can register there electronically. In case of problems you should send an e-mail to eps@einstein-2005.de.
Accommodation fee and booking details 

Accommodation will be provided by the Physikzentrum (some participants will be accommodated outside the Phyzikzentrum in nearby buildings.) 
The accommodation fee is 200 EUR per person. This covers lodging for the nights of July 3, 4, 5 and 6 and includes the cost of dinner on July 3, breakfast, lunch and dinner on July 4, 5 and 6 as well as breakfast and lunch on July 7. Note that this package includes a conference dinner on Wednesday July 6. 
Please note that the only accommodation package being offered by the conference is that provided by the Physikzentrum. 
The conference is scheduled to start at 9.00 am on July 4, and will end at 16.30 on July 7, so arrival on July 3 is recommended for most participants.
Accommodation may be booked at the web-site http://www.physics-education.de. 
In case of problems you should send an e-mail to eps@einstein-2005.de.
Participants wishing to arrive early or to stay beyond the end of the conference may be able to do so at extra cost. See the conference web site for further information.
Abstract submission details (deadline, procedure and format)

Participants wishing to present papers or posters at the conference should submit an abstract before June 6, 2005. All submissions must be in English and should be submitted electronically, preferably as e-mail attachments prepared using Microsoft Word. Those unable to provide MS Word files should include the abstract in a simple e-mail. The abstracts should be sent to physics-education@open.ac.uk .
Submissions are invited in any of the areas relevant to the conference goals listed above. However, those related to (a) laboratory-based teaching (b) the use of multimedia or (c) the methods and theory of physics education (including physics education research) are especially welcome.
The format for abstract submissions is as follows (all left justified):

Paper/Poster (delete as appropriate)
Title

Author 1 (Institution), Author 2 (Inst.)  (e.g. A. Einstein (Patent Office, Bern, CH))
(Blank line)
Wording of abstract (maximum 200 words)
Author presenting the paper/poster at EPEC-1 (e-mail address of that author)
Social Programme

The afternoon of Wednesday July 6 will be free for social activities. These will be followed in the evening by the Conference Dinner 

Abstract book and conference Proceedings
The abstracts of plenary talks and contributed papers will be available to all participants at the conference.

The text of plenary talks and the contributed papers will be published electronically on the EPS website after the conference. It is also expected that conference proceedings will be published in due course.
Support information

The conference is supported by the Centre for Excellence in Innovative Physics Teaching, UK.
European Programme Committee

Gerhard Sauer, Hessian agency for teachers’ education, Germany

Robert Lambourne, The Open University, UK
Manfred Euler, Leibniz institute for science education (IPN), Kiel, Germany

Gunnar Tibell, Uppsala University, Sweden
Els de Wolf, NIKHEF and University of Amsterdam, Netherlands

Urbaan Titulaer, University of Linz, Austria
Local Organizing Committee

Gerhard Sauer, Hessian agency for teachers’ education, Germany

Michael Vollmer, University of Applied. Science, Brandenburg, Germany
Manfred Euler, Leibniz institute for science education (IPN), Kiel, Germany

Thomas Trefzger, Physics institute, University of Mainz, Germany

Hans-Jörg Jodl, Physics institute, University of Kaiserslautern, Germany
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