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1. Introduction

My name is Lurdes Baldé and I am a PGCE secondary in science student at Edge Hill University.
First of all I really appreciate the opportunity that the school gave me to make my high school observation experience. It’s a pleasure for me as a future teacher to help the school and the teachers of key stages 3 and 4 inspire pupils to enjoy the school learning and teaching process. 

2. Objectives
General Objectives:

· Familiarise with the environment around the school and the local area;

· Know the school policy about  the start and end of school day, and the dressing standards;

· Understand the school work around subjects as science in all years.

Observation in the classroom:

· Give my best helping the teacher, during the lesson, working as a support teacher during each day;

· Observe any kind of preparation that teachers normally do for the next day;

· Observe what kind of lessons young children like in the classroom and in the playground;

· Understand how pupils are grouped, how they respond to science, how they interact with each other and how the day is structured for them;

· Understand what are the points that affect the effectiveness of learning;

· What resources does the school have to support all activities;

· What facilities does the school have in relation to ICT and how are these incorporated into the curriculum;

· Know the provisions that the school has to ensure pupils with learning difficulties, gifted children and ethnic minorities.

About the school and community:
· Understand the differences in social, cultural or ethnic background aspects and how the staff perceives them;

· Understand what kind of community the school serves;

· Understand how is the community reflected in the school;

· How the governing/managing body is appointed and from what groups are its members drawn.

About National Curriculum:
· Understand if the school has any kind of difficulties in meeting the requirements of NC;

· What are the views of the teachers on assessing pupils at ages 11-16 against national standards;

About Relationships:

· Understand what is the school’s attitude to parents;

· Understand how are the relationships between staff and pupils, pupils with pupils and pupils with teachers;

· Understand what methods are used to reward and sanction children;

About Assessing Pupils:
· Check  how often  is pupil work marked;

· Understand how are weaker pupils encouraged;

· Check if normally children make a kind of individual assessing about their work.
After this observation week, I hope to be able to show in the best way that I can all my subject knowledge in a classroom context, supported by the curriculum mentor and be one of the future teachers that contributed for children learning and teaching development process.
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